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Why Chinatown? 
Pedestrian Counts 

Weekday 10am-noon: 1000+
Weekday 3pm-5pm: 1000+ 
Weekend 10am-noon: 1000+

2010 Pedestrian Safety Report  



Methodology to evaluate pedestrian safety

1 ) Walk Audit
2) Interviews & Conversations with Residents
3) Speedometer & Tally of Challenges
4) Photographs & Videos
5) Mapping of Issues 



Walk Audit



Prep for Community Interviews



Coffee Hour Conversations



Interviews/ Intercept Surveys



Speedometer



Inspired by New York City’s Vision Zero Mapping Tool
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=ziM-ObJHlCns.knIj00w-i6_g

https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=ziM-ObJHlCns.knIj00w-i6_g
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?hl=en&authuser=0&mid=ziM-ObJHlCns.knIj00w-i6_g


Kearny St. & Clay St. 



Introduction
Hotspots:
● Clayton Hotel

○ food pantry every 
Thurs. 4 - 5 PM

● 8X bus stop
● Portsmouth Square



Introduction
Demographics:
● Senior residents (Clayton Hotel)

○ Portsmouth Square - Morning
○ Stockton St. - Morning/Late 

afternoon
○ Food pantry/Tenant Service - 

Late afternoon
● 8X bus riders

○ 8X bus every 10 min. - ~20 
people

● Tourists
● Financial district employees
● CCDC youth



Introduction
Existing Pedestrian Safety Features:
● Leading Pedestrian Intervals
● Pedestrian Countdown Signals
● Continental Crosswalk



Issues 
● Speeding/No speed limit
● Pedestrians don’t have enough time to cross
● Drivers not using right turn lane
● Drivers not yielding to pedestrians on right turn
● Pedestrians crossing outside the crosswalk





Kearny & Clay
 



Speeding
“The cars are going too fast” -Ms. Liang, 
Clayton Hotel Resident



Not Enough Time to Cross
Interview with Ms. Liang

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B702aWJKzsxGOE4xRmtKM3VhejQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B702aWJKzsxGOE4xRmtKM3VhejQ/edit?usp=sharing


Right Turn onto Clay from Kearny

Right turn onto Clay

“The right turn onto 
Clay is too fast and 
dangerous”-Ms. 
Kuang, Clayton Hotel 
Resident 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B702aWJKzsxGVUtXdkFWTGZWVFpRREFKNXRJVVFnaUxZSktB/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B702aWJKzsxGVUtXdkFWTGZWVFpRREFKNXRJVVFnaUxZSktB/edit




Potential Improvements - 
Kearny/Clay

Issues Potential Improvements

Speeding/No speed limit → Speed limit sign (25 mph)

Not enough time to cross Kearny → Increase pedestrian 
countdown signal
→ Create a curb cut

Unsafe right turn onto Clay
● Unloading zone blocks right turn 

lane
● Cars turn from center lane
● Cars inch very close to 

pedestrians

→ Discourage turning from center 
lane 
→ Encourage use of right turn 
lane



Kearny St. & Washington 
St. 



Introduction

. Hotspots:
CCSF
Portsmouth Square
Portsmouth Square Garage
Hilton Hotel



Introduction
Demographics
➔ Elderly
➔ Children
➔ Young Adults
➔ Tourist



Introduction
Existing Pedestrian Safety Measures
● Continental Crosswalk
● Traffic light countdown
● Daylighting (BABS)









Issues Identified

- Not enough time for pedestrians to cross
- Speeding
- Cars Blocking Intersection



Not enough time to cross



Speeding
.

http://vintagecarclipart.com/design/clipart-of-a-retro-happy-black-and-white-man-speeding-in-a-car-by-bestvector-140



Cars blocking



Potential Improvements
● Increase 

Pedestrian 
countdown 
signal

● Speed limit 
sign





Why no bike lane when 
there is four lanes for 
cars?

Where is the 
curb-cut 
when i need 
it?



Summary
Issues Potential Improvements

Not enough time to cross Increase pedestrian countdown signal

Speeding Speed limit sign
Speed meter
Potential artwork on bridge

Cars blocking intersection Yield to pedestrian sign

Miscellaneous Sharrow
Curbcut



Kearny St. and Jackson St. 



Introduction

Institutions 



Demographics  
- youth: St. Mary’s, CCSF, Quickly’s
- seniors: I-Hotel residents 
- recent immigrants: One Stop Career 
Center 
- 8x Bus Riders: 

10 riders every ~ 10 minutes 
- financial district employees 
- tourists 



Introduction 

Existing Pedestrian Safety Measures 
- Traffic Light Countdown
- Road Lights  
- Continental Crosswalk



Kearny&Jackson





Issues Identified 
- Speeding 
- Unsafe Right Turns 
- Cars blocking intersection 
- Not enough time to cross 



Speeding 
“The cars go really 
fast. When the light 
changes, the cars have 
to brake really hard to 
stop.” - Andy, 20, 
CCSF student 



Unsafe Right Turns 
“When we try to cross they 
still try to push forward with 
their cars.” - Ms. Zhu, 75 



Unsafe Right Turns 
“When cars right turn, 
drivers don’t seem to 
pay attention. I let 
the drivers go first 
for my own safety.” 
- Michael, 14
St. Mary’s Student 



Bus Merging Left 



Blocked Ped Sightline/ Visibility 



Not Enough Time to Cross 
“I would step down from the sidewalk before 
the light turns green because I’m scared I can't 
make it across, especially when my leg isn’t 
good.” 
- Mrs. Li



Not Enough Time to Cross 
“When we walk with 
canes, we get stuck in 
the middle” 
- Ms. Wong, 75 



Potential Improvements

Issue Potential Improvement

Speeding Police Enforcement / Speed Limit 
Sign / Speed Reader

Unsafe Right Turns/ Visibility Police Enforcement / Bus Bulbout

Not Enough Time to Cross Adding more time to traffic signal



Summary 
Main Issues: 
● Traffic Light Countdown
● Road Lights  
● Continental Crosswalk

Potential Improvements: 
● Adding more time 
● Enforcements for speeding & right turns
● Speed limit signs
● Bus Bulbout



Thank you for your attention!
Questions? 

http://chinatownurbaninstitute.weebly.com/


